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Homemakers,  today's  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent  arrived 
in  the  nick  of  time.     Only  yesterday,  a  friend  who  has  been  a  nurse  for  almost 
forty  years  told  me  she  was  retiring  to  a  quiet  little  place  where  she  could 
have  a  flower  garden,  a  small  flock  of  chickens,  and  a  cow. 

There  was  a  faraway  look  in  her  eves  as  she  described  this  "quiet 
little  place"  ~  no  more  temperatures  to  take,  no  more  patients  to  soothe, 
no  more  backs  to  rub  with  alcohol. 

"No,"  I  said,  somewhat  skeptically  I'm  afraid,  "no  more  of  all  that. 
You  dream  of  spending  happy  days  gathering  the  eggs  your  own  hens  have  laid, 
and  skimming  the  rich  cream  from  Bossy's  milk." 

"Yes,"  said  my  nurse  friend,     "Won't  it  be  paradise?    Maybe  I'll  raise 
rabbits,  too,  and  pigeons.'" 


my  duty. 


Homemakers,  it  was  time  for  plain  language,  and  I  am  not  one  to  shirk 


"What  will  you  do,"  I  asked,  "when  your  chickens  get  the  roup?  What 
Kind,  of  cow  will  you  buy  —  Ayrshire,  Brown  Swiss,  Guernsey,  Holstein-Friesian, 
or  Jersey?    Will  you  buy  a  young  cow  or  an  old  one?    What  will  you  feed  her  and 
wbere  will  you  keep  her?    Who  is  going  to  do  all  the  hard  work  on  your  little 
iarm?    3y  the  way,"  I  asked,   "have  you  ever  kept  a  cow?" 

-vvii.    "N°'"  admitted  ^7  friend,  "I've  never  kept  a  cow,  or  a  chicken,  or  a 
raooit  —  but  other  people  do  J" 

■Ilk  11  t!?11;  1  made  her  Promise  not  t0  try  to  raise  her  own  eggs  and  meat  and 
Zeala  *    \t     had  studied  the  situation  thoroughly,  from  Ayrshire  cows  to  New 
Indust^       ,     '     1  t0li  her  1>d  corlsult  authorities  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
for  ? T         SSe  whether  they  had  any  helpful  suggestions  for  beginners  — 
iadles  who  are  amateurs  when  it  comes  to  farming. 

from  ourNw\aS  I,mhere  to  testify,   coincidences  will  happen.     Today's  letter 
Farms  «    "as^eton  correspondent  reports  a  new  bulletin,   "Livestock  for  Small 
*^«'of  l  °?  dlSCUSSes  the  kindsj  of  livestock  a  person  might  raise  on  a  few 
rabbit*  ?UCh  livestock  as  chickens,  ducks  and  geese,  squabs,  pigs, 

'  dair7  cows,  and  milk  goats. 
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Quoting  our  correspondent:     "This  "bulletin,   'Livestock  for  Small  Farms 1  , 
is  for  inexperienced  farmers  and  farmerettes  who  know  nothing  at  all  about  raib  - 
ing  livestock.     It's  for  people  of  limited  means,  living  on  five  acres  or  less, 
who  want  to  provide  their  families  with  nourishing  food  at  a  low  cost  —  milk 
from  a  cow  or  two,  eggs  from  a  small  flock  of  chickens,  and  meat  from  a  few  hogs. 


"But  not  all  kinds  of  livestock  are  suited  to  the  small  farm,  as  Ralph 
Erskine,  the  author  of  this  "bulletin,  -points  out.     The  man  who  has  only  a  few 
acres  must  consider  what  kind  of  livestock  is  "best  suited  to  his  farm  and  how 
much  it  will  cost.    He  must  consider  also  the  supply  and  cost  of  feed,  and  the 
work  needed  to  care  for  the  stock.  " 


Well,  those  are  important  points.     I've  read  my  copy  of  the  new  "bulle- 
tin, and  I  can  tell  you  that  it  contains  many  important  points  for  beginners. 
The  man  planning  to  establish  a  poultry  flock  this  spring,  who  has  never  kept 
chickens,  may  save  himself  a  lot  of  grief  by  reading  this  discussion  of  the 
different  breeds  of  poultry,  and  the  best  methods  of  establishing  a  small  flock. 
Shall  he  buy  eggs  and  a  few  setting  hens,  or  a  small  incubator?    Or  would  he 
rather  take  a  short  cut  and  start  his  flock  by  buying  day-old  chicks?  However 
he  starts  his  flock,  the  earlier  the  better.    As  every  poultry  farmer  knows, 
chicks  that  are  hatched  Ifte  rarely  do  so  well  as  those  hatched  early  in  the 
spring. 

Here  also  are  facts  about  houses  and  equipment,  feeding  chicks,  culling 
the  flock  to  get  rid  of  poor  layers,  prevention  of  disease,  producing  high- 
quality  eggs,  and  methods  of  fattening  chickens  for  the  table. 

Now,  for  the  family  interested  in  a  dairy  row,  here's  information  about 
the  kind  of  cow  to  buy,  where  to  buy  it,  how  to  care  for  the  cow  and  how  to  care 
for  the  milk,  and  how  to  make  butter  and  cheese  at  home.    As  every  farmer  knows, 
a  good  dairy  cow  provides  enough  milk  and  cream  for  a  family  of  five  during  ten 
or  eleven  months  of  the  year.     Enough  milk  and  cream,  as  well  as  two-thirds  of 
the  butter,  and  cottage  cheese  from  the  skim  milk. 

For  those  planning  to  reduce  the  meat  bill  by  raising  and  fattening  a 
Pig or  two  on  surplus  garden  products  and  table  scraps,  here  are  helpful  pointers 
on  page  18. 


>  n  •  ^e^"'',  tkis  gives  you  some  idea  of  the  type  of  information  in  Farmers' 
wuletiu  1753-F,  "Livestock  for  Small  Farms."  You  may  buy  it  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.   C. ,  at  five  cents  a  copy. 

aro  •      Concluding  today's  letter:     "Of  course  the  suggestions  in  this  bulletin 

e  intended  for  families  already  on  small  farms  —  one  to  five  acres  —  farms 
^pe«ted  to  furnish  only  a  part  of  the  family  living.     Many  people  have  found 
tart  e^erience  that  there  are  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  securing  a  large 
*a~h  family  in°ome  from  small  livestock  farming.     After  all,"  says  our 

de"iie?t°n  COrresporident'   1,1  suppose  the  thing  for  the  inexperienced  person  to 
're'li^  W^6n  he  considers  going  into  small-scale  livestock  production,   is  whether 
^me  out  ahead  by  putting  his  work  into  such  an  enterprise." 

Vnia  b  n^- that ' S  a11,  horaemakers»  until  Monday.     Now  I  must  send  for  a  copy  of 
farmer   IeUn  for  a  youngster  wh0  wants  to  raise  pigeons  and  rabbits.     He's  a 
*e're  all  ^eart'  alth°1J-£h  he  lives  in  a  small  town.     But  then  in  the  spring  tiaie 
^arxar*       arn:ers  at  heart  —  like  my  nurse  friend  —  but  some  of  us  are  better 
-  -  on  paper  than  we  would  be  on  land. 


